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Lagging behind:
Fayetteville’s historic
architecture

Jennifer Taylor* and Jennifer Webb §

ABSTRACT
Architecture is a reflection of what is happening in the larger cultural, economic, and artistic
scene. Therefore, understanding regional variations in trend adoption is significant to understanding the relationship of Fayetteville, Ark., to the larger national context. Local architecture
is a reflection of the citizens of Fayetteville as consumers of popular culture. Simultaneous
adoption theory was used as the framework of this study. The project objectives were to 1) document significant architectural styles within designated historical districts and nearby areas,
and 2) compare local stylistic trends with national trends to determine fit. Findings indicate
that Fayetteville lagged behind the national trend in architectural styles during its early years
but that increased transportation connections and the establishment of the University of
Arkansas may have helped to move the area into the mainstream.

* Jennifer Taylor is majoring in interior design in the School of Human Environmental Sciences.
§ Jennifer Webb, faculty sponsor, is an assistant professor in the School of Human Environmental Sciences.
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INTRODUCTION
Architectural trends are a reflection of the relationship between geographical regions and the nation at
large. Rifkind (1980) states “buildings, streets and
landscape configurations speak of history and culture,
art and technology, time and events.” McAlester and
McAlester (2000) further explain that homes are reflections of fashion. They explain that “most surviving
American houses are not folk houses but are styled;
that is, they were built with at least some attempt at
being fashionable. As such, they show the influence of
shapes, materials, detailing, or other features that make
up an architectural style that was currently in vogue.”
Simultaneous adoption theory explains the rise and
fall of fashion styles (Sproles, 1985) and can be applied
to a variety of creative fields in which the public consumes the product. The theory explains that innovators

and forward thinkers initially adopt a trend or fashion
during its introductory stage. These styles are introduced to the public by these innovators, and the subsequent stage, acceptance, results in mass market consumption of the style at its peak of popularity. The final
stage, regression, is the decline of the style when it is
adopted by fashion isolates (through lack of awareness)
or fashion laggards (due to social pressure or economics). The graphic model generated by Sproles (1985)
indicates that a bell-shaped curve accurately represents
the introduction, acceptance, and regression of a particular style during its life-span. Adoption theory is
appropriate not only to fashion but also to other stylistic trends such as art, architecture, and design. The
suggestion that trends have a definable life span provides a foundation from which a comparison of regional to national trends can be made.
Architecture is a reflection of what is happening in
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Fig. 1. Architectural trends in Fayetteville, Arkansas.
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Fig. 1. continued. Architectural trends in Fayetteville, Arkansas.

the larger cultural, economic, and artistic scene; therefore, understanding regional variations in trend adoption is significant to understanding the relationship of
Fayetteville, Ark., to the larger national context. It is a
further reflection of the citizens of Fayetteville as consumers of popular culture. The project objectives were
to 1) document significant architectural styles within
designated historical districts and nearby areas, and 2)
compare local stylistic trends with national trends to
determine fit.
Background
Private individuals, state or local governments, federal offices, or Native American tribes can nominate
buildings for addition to the National Register of
Historic Places. The initial evaluation includes property categorization (district, site, building), prehistoric or
historic context, significance (important event or person, design or construction), determination of exclusion, and integrity (National Register Bulletin, 1998). If
the building passes the initial evaluation, a nomination

form is used to record the building’s features and determine the style and significant history related to the
building. The National Register Bulletin (1998) gives
explanations of what the Register is and how it works.
The Keeper of the National Register is responsible for
the final evaluation and listing of the building
(National Register Bulletin, 1998).
The earliest recorded reference to Fayetteville is in
1819 (USA Fact File, 2000). Fayetteville was officially
established in 1828, and the boundary marking the
Indian Territory was moved 40 miles west of the town
(Facts and History, 1999). This boundary relocation
created the perception that the area was considerably
safer, and the city grew in population. Fayetteville
achieved town status in 1835, was surveyed into lots
sold at public auctions over the next two years, and by
1841 had a population of 425 (USA Fact File, 2000).
Fayetteville was incorporated in 1870.
Access to Fayetteville was at first limited to wagon
or river transportation. The materials for the first
b u i l d ings were brought in by wagon. Later, the
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Butterfield Stage Line ran through Fayetteville between
allowed the researcher to establish construction dates
1858 and 1861 (Key to the City, 1999); the stagecoach
of those buildings not surveyed by the Arkansas
brought settlers, news, and visitors to Fayetteville and
Historic Preservation Program.
provided a major connection between this area and the
The sample was organized by construction date,
rest of the nation. The Arkansas Industrial University
primary and secondary style, and physical location
was established in 1872, and renamed the University of
within the city. Structures that had no style assigned
Arkansas in 1874. The establishment of the University
previously were categorized utilizing standard classifiattracted faculty, students, and supporting populations
cation texts (Blumenson, 1983; McAlester and
to the area, furthering diverse ideas and influences.
McAlester, 2000; Rifkind, 1980). Houses (n = 217) that
When the first passenger train arrived in 1882, it
had been previously categorized as “traditional” were
marked the end of the geographical isolation previousre-examined and classified according to predominant
ly experienced by the area. In 1925, the rail depot
styles when possible; 110 structures were reassigned to
operated by the Frisco Line received a major renovastylistic categories.
tion and expansion as a result of the rapid growth of
Frequency counts were completed for all buildings
the area coupled with expansion at the
University of Arkansas (Arkansas Historic Table 1. Comparison of building construction dates in Fayetteville, Ark.,
Preservation Program Records, 1984). This
to nationally established style dates.
expansion marks a further growth in the area
No. of
Style
Date range
Style range
and is significant in the influx of new ideas and Houses
*
information into the town.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Our sample consisted of 587 structures in
three categories. The first category (n=196)
included structures listed in 2000 in the
National Register for Historic Places; these structures remain accurate representations of architectural style or construction. The second category (n=349) included structures that had been
previously surveyed by the Arkansas Historic
Preservation Program but had not been listed in
the Register due to additions or alterations that
impacted the original integrity of the architectural style. The third category (n=42) included
buildings considered by the researcher to have
historical value as a result of appearance, and
located within reasonable proximity to existing
structures or districts presently listed with the
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program.
A search of the Arkansas Historic
Preservation Program records provided the lists
of buildings named above, excluding the last
category of structures. These records provided
construction dates, stylistic classifications, and,
in some cases, brief histories of the property or
area. All buildings included in the sample were
photographed for reference. Additional records
searches in the Washington County archives
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Note: Style range was established by averaging the dates established in
reference texts. * Style was provided by the Arkansas Historic Preservation
Program and style range is not verifiable in reference texts.
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in the sample by construction date, style, and number
of structures (Table 1). Distribution curves were generated for each style with 10 or more buildings listed in
the National Register, which included Greek Revival,
Italianate, Colonial Revival, Queen Anne, Bungalow,
and Craftsman. A chart was created for each of these
styles illustrating the number of structures in the sample constructed in five-year increments. For each of
these distribution curves, an overlay illustrating the
date range of the style was created (Fig. 1). Stylistic
date ranges were established by averaging the date
ranges stated in each of the primary reference texts
(Blumenson, 1983; McAlester and McAlester, 2000;
Rifkind, 1980).

well as many other mid-continental areas of the United
States, “fashions” took a long time to be introduced
because of the secluded locations.
Several tracks for future investigation can be developed from the data collected. There were 13 houses in
which the style postdated the actual construction date,
suggesting that significant renovations and additions
had been made. Analysis of the renovation dates may
illustrate the same delayed curve seen in the styles of
other buildings. Yet another study of interest would be
to compare Fayetteville to larger cities such as Little
Rock or Memphis. Varying transportation methods and
access to information may be more clearly defined in
those large cities established earlier.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
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